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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3)n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Disposition of Claims 

AM Claim(s) 1.3-7,9.11,15,1 7-22, 24, 26, 27, 36-39. 4 1 . 43-48, 59 and 60 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) n Claim{s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1,3-7.9,11.15,17-22.24,26,27,36-39.41.43-48 and 59-60 is/are reiected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1,114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
fortli in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after finaj rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on July 5, 
2007 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant argues that as described in clam 1 , an application is initiated using a 
data channel of a mobile telecommunications network. A user speaks audible input 
over a voice channel, and the user's spoken input is then automatically geocoded to 
determine location information. The geocoded location is then provided to the 
application. Applicant argues that Mannings does not anticipate claim 1. Mannings 
disclose a navigation information system for generating guidance information for mobile 
units. A mobile unit, such as an in-car navigation device, communicates with a server 
using dual-tone multi-frequency (DTMF) signals. Applicant argues that in Mannings, a 
user provides information either by telephone keypad to send DTMF signals, or by 
speaking with a human operator (column 8, lines 28-39). There is not teaching in 
Mannings of receiving spoken audible input from a user and automatically geocoding 
the input to obtain location information. Applicants' arguments are persuasive but are 
moot in view of new grounds of rejections. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 3, 15, 17 and 59-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mannings et al. (USPN 6,1 1 1 ,539), hereinafter referenced as 
Mannings in view of Wallner (USPN 6,703,947). 

Regarding claims 1, 15 and 59-60, Mannings discloses a nnethod, computer 
program and a system for obtaining data in a mobile telecommunications network 
(cellular telephone network) for providing voice channel services in a wireless 
telecommunication network (column 7, lines 11-15 with column 9, lines 46-50), 
comprising: 

a processor (figure 1, element 16); 

a memory (figure 1, element 17-18) for storing computer readable instructions, 
such that when executed (column 7, lines 1 1-40), the system performs the steps of: 

initiating an application using a data channel ( a request for directions) of the 
mobile telecommunication network (mobile part; column 7, lines 41-47 with column 9, 
lines 45-50); 
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receiving audible input spoken by a user over a voice channel of the mobile 
telecommunication network (cellular telephone couples this audio signal into its speech 
input path; column 8, lines 3-7); 

converting the audible input to application data (column 8, lines 36-58); and 

providing the application data to the application (column 8, lines 36-58), but does 
not specifically teach automatically determining location information by geocoding the 
received audible input. 

Wallner discloses a method, computer program and system comprising 
automatically determining location information by geocoding the received audible input 
(instead of typing the user speaks sad location information; column 5, line 51 - column 
6, line 8), for flexibility. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Mannings method, computer program and 
system such that it automatically determining location information by geocoding the 
received audible input, as taught by Wallner, to automatically receive geocoding 
coordinates from the engine and to be notified of the map, by having different input 
devices (column 5, line 51 - column 6, line 8). 

Regarding claims 3 and 17, Mannings discloses the method and system, 
wherein the location information comprises latitude and longitude (latitude and 
longitude data; column 7, line 67). 
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5. Claims 4, 18 and 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mannings in view of Wallner and in further view of Harada (USPN 
6,061,003). 

Regarding claims 4 and 18, they are rejected for the same reasons as set forth 
in claim 1 , in addition, Mannings in view of Wallner disclose the telecommunications 
method and system, wherein converting the audible input to application data using the 
voice channel of the telecommunications network (Mannings; column 7, line 41 - 
column 8, line 58 and column 9, lines 45-50), but does not specifically teach a method 
further comprising the steps of loading a first data file, comparing a first audible input 
and loading a second data file. 

Harada discloses a method comprising: 

loading a first data file corresponding to a first set of localities (column 6, lines 1- 

35); 

comparing a first audible input received to the first data file to detei^mine a first 
selected locality (column 6, lines 1-35); and 

loading a second data file corresponding to a second set of localities, wherein 
each of the localities in the second set are geographically located within the selected 
locality (column 6, lines 1-35), to obtain data suitable for navigation. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art to modify 
Mannings in view of Wallner's method wherein it comprises the steps of loading a first 
data file, comparing a first audible input and loading a second data file, as taught by 
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Harada, to provide a map acquisition system which can properly obtain useful map 
data at each point on the way to a destination so that a sufficient amount of map data 
can be obtained (column 2, lines 20-25). 

Regarding claim 26, Mannings in view of Wallner disclose a telecommunications 
system, but does not specifically teach further performing the steps of: 

loading a third data file corresponding to a third set of localities, each of the 
localities in the third set geographically located within the second set of localities; and 

comparing the first audible input too the third data file to determine a location 
specified by the first audible input. 

Harada discloses a system teach further performing the steps of: 
loading a third data file corresponding to a third set of localities, each of the 
localities in the third set geographically located within the second set of localities (cities 
and districts in the selected prefecture; column 6, lines 1-35); and 

comparing the first audible input too the third data file to determine a location 
specified by the first audible input (column 6, lines 1-35), to obtain data suitable for 
navigation. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art to modify 
Mannings in view of Wallner's method wherein it comprises the steps of loading a third 
data file and comparing a first audible input, as taught by Harada, to provide a map 
acquisition system which can properly obtain useful map data at watch point on the 
way to a destination so that a sufficient amount of map data can be obtained (column 
2, lines 20-25). 
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Regarding claim 27, Mannings discloses a system wlierein tlie system 
determines location information based on the selected localities (column 8, lines 59-67 
with column 10, lines 45-52 and column 13, lines 1-45). 

6. Claims 5, 7, 11, 19 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mannings in view of Wallner and Harada and in further view of Kato. 

Regarding claims 5, 11 and 19, Mannings in view of Wallner and Harada 
disclose a telecommunications method and system, but does not specifically teach the 
method and system, further comprising repeating the comparing and loading steps and 
determining the locality. 

Kato discloses a method and system further comprising: 

(d) repeating the comparing and loading steps while a physical location is not yet 
identified within a predetermined degree of precision (column 3, lines 1-5); and 

(e) determining the location based on the selected localities (column 4, line 64 - 
column 5, line 3), to obtain an improved scheme for searching. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art modify 
Mannings in view of Wallner and Harada's method and system wherein it repeats the 
comparing and loading steps and determines the locality, as taught by Kato, for 
transmitting the appropriate information regarding the route(s) located by search to the 
driver of the vehicle (column 1 , lines 1 0-1 9). 
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Regarding claims 7 and 22, Mannings in view of Wallner and Harada disclose a 
telecomnnunications method and system, but does not specifically teach wherein at 
least one sets of localites includes a landmark. 

Kato discloses the method and system, wherein at least one of the sets of 
localities includes a landmark (figure 2, element, F14), comprising: 

when the selected locality is a landmark, determining location information 
corresponding to the selected landmark (column 10, lines 7-12), to obtain an improved 
scheme for searching. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art modify 
Mannings in view of Wallner and Harada's method and system wherein one of the sets 
of localities include a landmark, as taught by Kato, to use in searching for one desired 
destination (column 9, lines 56-67). 

7. Claims 6 and 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mannings in view of Wallner and Harada (USPN 6,061 ,003) and in further view of 
Ishii et al. (USPN 6,067,521 ) hereinafter referenced as Ishii. 

Regarding claim 6, Mannings in view of Wallner and Harada disclose the method 
and system, further comprising: 

loading a last data file in addition to the presently loaded data file (Harada; 
column 6, lines 1-37); 
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comparing a last audible input to the loaded data files to determine a last 
selected locality (Harada; column 6, lines 1-37); and 

determining the location information based on the selected localities (Harada; 
column 6, lines 1-37), but lacks repeating the comparing and loading steps a 
predetermined number of times. 

Ishii discloses a method a system wherein steps are repeated a predetermined 
number of times (speech repeatedly inputted a predetermined number of times; column 
19, lines 24-28), to obtain a high recognition degree order. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Mannings in view of Wallner and Harada*s 
method and system such that it repeats steps a predetermined number of times, as 
taught by Ishii, to recognize object words recognized by a continuous input audio 
signal, so that a recognizing state at that time can be easily judged. 

Regarding claims 20- 21, they are interpreted and rejected for the same reasons 
as set forth in claim 6. 

8. Claims 9 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mannings in view of Wallner and Harada and in further view of Heck (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,671,672). 

Regarding claims 9 and 24, Manning in view of Wallner and Harada disclose a 
mobile telecommunications network and a system for providing voice channel services 
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in a wireless telecommunication network, but lacks the method and system, wherein 
converting the audible input to application data further comprises: 

comparing the audible input to preexisting voice information corresponding to a 
predetermined person; 

determining authentication information corresponding to whether the user is the 
predetermined person; and 

(c) outputting the authentication information. 

Heck discloses the method and system, wherein step (3) comprises the 

steps of: 

(a) comparing the audible input to preexisting voice information corresponding to 
a predetermined person (column 1, lines 13-14 with column 4, lines 49-53); 

(b) determining authentication information (PIN) corresponding to whether the 
user is the predetermined person (column 1, lines 13-26 and column 4, lines 37-39); 
and 

(c) outputting the authentication information (column 1, lines 49-56), to facilitate 
identification. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Mannings in view of Wallner and Harada 
invention such that the application data comprises authentication information, as taught 
by Heck, to identify a person based on voice authentication, PIN, etc., to provide 
security (column 1, lines 13-26). 
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9. Claims 36, 39 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mannings in view of Wallner, Harada and Kato and in further view of 
Heck (USPN 6,671,672). 

Regarding claims 36 and 39, Mannings in view of Wallner, Harada and Kato 
disclose a mobile telecommunications network and a system for providing voice channel 
services in a wireless telecommunication network, but lacks disclosing the method 
further comprising the steps of: 

authenticating a user based on the audible inputs 

outputting the location information responsive to the user being successfully 
authenticated. 

Heck discloses the method further comprising the steps of: 

(f) authenticating a user based on the audible inputs (based on voice; column 1 , 
lines 13-14), but lacks specifically (g) outputting the location information responsive to 
the user being successfully authenticated. 

Instead, Heck discloses outputting the user provided password once the identity 
is verified (column 2, lines 25-28). 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Mannings in view of Wallner, Harada and Kato's 
invention such that it outputs the pertinent information (e.g. location information) once 
the user is successfully authenticated, to facilitate identification prior to releasing 
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personal information (i.e. redeem investments, transfer balances, etc.), as taught by 
Heck (column 1 , lines 1 3-26). ^ 

Regarding claims 47-48, Mannings in view of Wallner and Harada disclose a 
mobile telecommunications network and a system for providing voice channel services 
in a wireless telecommunication network, but lacks disclosing the method further 
comprising the steps of: 

authenticating a user based on the audible inputs 

outputting the location information responsive to the user being successfully 
authenticated. 

Heck discloses the method further comprising the steps of: 

(f) authenticating a user based on the audible inputs (based on voice; column 1, 
lines 13-14), but lacks specifically (g) outputting the location information responsive to 
the user being successfully authenticated. 

Instead, Heck discloses outputting the user provided password once the identity 
is verified (column 2, lines 25-28). 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Mannings in view of Wallner and Harada's invention 
such that it outputs the pertinent information (e.g. location information) once the user is 
successfully authenticated, to facilitate identification prior to releasing personal 
information (i.e. redeem investments, transfer balances, etc.), as taught by Heck 
(column 1; lines 13-26). 
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10. Claims 37, 44-46 and 47-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mannings in view of Wallner and Harada and in further view of Heck 
(USPN 6,671,672). 

Regarding claims 47-48, Mannings in view of Wallner and Harada disclose a 
mobile telecommunications network and a system for providing voice channel services 
in a wireless telecommunication network, but lacks disclosing the method further 
comprising the steps of: 

authenticating a user based on the audible inputs 

outputting the location information responsive to the user being successfully 
authenticated. 

Heck discloses the method further comprising the steps of: 

(f) authenticating a user based on the audible inputs (based on voice; column 1 , 
lines 13-14), but lacks specifically (g) outputting the location information responsive to 
the user being successfully authenticated. 

Instead, Heck discloses outputting the user provided password once the identity 
is verified (column 2, lines 25-28). 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Mannings in view of Wallner and Harada's invention 
such that it outputs the pertinent information (e.g. location information) once the user is 
successfully authenticated, to facilitate identification prior to releasing personal 
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information (i.e. redeem investments, transfer balances, etc.), as taught by Heck 
(column 1, lines 13-26). 

Regarding claims 37 and 44-46, Mannings in view of Wallner, Harada and Ishii 
disclose a mobile telecommunications network and a system for providing voice channel 
services in a wireless telecommunication network, but lacks disclosing the method 
further comprising the steps of: 

authenticating a user based on the audible inputs 

outputting the location information responsive to the user being successfully 
authenticated. 

Heck discloses the method further comprising the steps of: 

(f) authenticating a user based on the audible inputs (based on voice; column 1, 
lines 13-14), but lacks specifically (g) outputting the location information responsive to 
the user being successfully authenticated. 

Instead, Heck discloses outputting the user provided password once the identity 
is verified (column 2, lines 25-28). 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Mannings in view of Wallner, Harada and Ishii's 
invention such that it outputs the pertinent information (e.g. location information) once 
the user is successfully authenticated, to facilitate identification prior to releasing 
personal information (i.e. redeem investments, transfer balances, etc.), as taught by 
Heck (column 1, lines 13-26). 
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1 1 . Claim 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mannings in view of Wallner, Harada and Kato and in further view of Heck (USPN 
6,671,672). 

Regarding claim 38, Mannings in view of Wallner, Harada and Kato disclose a 
mobile telecommunications network and a system for providing voice channel services 
in a wireless telecommunication network, but lacks disclosing the method further 
comprising the steps of: 

authenticating a user based on the audible inputs ' ' 

outputting the location information responsive to the user being successfully 
authenticated. 

Heck discloses the method further comprising the steps of: 

(f) authenticating a user based on the audible inputs (based on voice; column 1, 
lines 13-14), but lacks specifically (g) outputting the location information responsive to 
the user being successfully authenticated. 

Instead, Heck discloses outputting the user provided password once the identity 
is verified (column 2, lines 25-28). 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Mannings in view of Wallner, Harada and Kato's 
invention such that it outputs the pertinent information (e.g. location information) once 
the user is successfully authenticated, to facilitate identification prior to releasing 
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personal information (i.e. redeem investments, transfer balances, etc.), as taught by 
Heck (column 1, lines 13-26). 

12. Claim 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mannings in view of Wallner and in further view of Heck (USPN 6,671 ,672). 

Regarding claim 41, Mannings in view of Wallner disclose a mobile 
telecommunications network and a system for providing voice channel services in a 
wireless telecommunication network, but lacks disclosing the method further comprising 
the steps of: 

authenticating a user based on the audible inputs 

outputting the location information responsive to the user being successfully 
authenticated. 

Heck discloses the method further comprising the steps of: 

(f) authenticating a user based on the audible inputs (based on voice; column 1, 
lines 13-14), but lacks specifically (g) outputting the location information responsive to 
the user being successfully authenticated. 

Instead, Heck discloses outputting the user provided password once the identity 
is verified (column 2, lines 25-28). 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Mannings in view of Wallner invention such that it 
outputs the pertinent information (e.g. location information) once the user is successfully 
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authenticated, to facilitate identification prior to releasing personal information (i.e. 
redeem investments, transfer balances, etc.), as taught by Heck (column 1, lines 13- 
26). 



13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jakieda R. Jackson whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7619. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
7:30 a.m. to 5:00p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on 571-272-7843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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